
BY MARY MEADOWS
Staff Writer

PIKEVILLE — The
Pike County Project
Development Board
authorized interior floor
plans and preliminary
external plans for the
new county judicial cen-
ter.

On Aug. 7, architect
Steven S. J. Sherman,
representing the
Lexington-based firm of
Sherman, Carter and
Barnhart, presented the
plans for the 90,000
square-foot, four-story
structure that will
replace the county’s
overcrowded judicial
center in Pikeville. 

The building will
have a “wedding cake”
design, Sherman said.
The front of the struc-
ture, decorated with a
rotunda-type entrance
and columns, will face
Main Street and the
other three sides of the
building will face
Second Street, Division
Street and Pike Street.

Sherman said officials
integrated design
schemes seen on exist-
ing buildings in
Pikeville: the rotunda
entrance and columns on
the Pikeville Post Office,
the pyramid-shaped tin
roof on the federal court-
house and the long win-
dows at the Pike County

Fiscal Courthouse. The
building will have a
metal roof that simulates
copper, Sherman said. 

Each floor of the
building will have
numerous windows to
bring in natural light and
provide a better working
atmosphere. He said the
building will be con-
structed with brick and
stone, but the specific
brick and stone design
has not yet been estab-
lished.

The building’s first
floor will provide addi-
tional space for the
clerk’s office, and will
house the driver’s
license office, a drug
court area with an easi-
ly-accessible entrance
and exit for late-night
use, a grand jury room
and a jury orientation
room.

The building’s second
floor will provide space
for pre-trial and court
designated workers, two
courtrooms that are larg-
er than the courtrooms
currently available and
suites for the judges
behind each courtroom.

The building’s third
floor will hold three
judge’s suites, a family
courtroom (which is cur-
rently held at BB&T
Bank), a large waiting
area with a view of Main
Street and a circuit or
appellate courtroom.

The building’s fourth
floor will hold two addi-
tional courtrooms and
judges’ suites.

One unique aspect of
the design also provides
additional security,
Sherman explained. He
said prisoner holding
cells and conference
areas will be located
between the courtrooms
on each floor and the
prisoners will be trans-
ported to those cells via
an elevator that is not
accessible by the public.  

Judges can enter the
building through eleva-
tors that take them
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